AMELIA.                                  83

an intercourse of six words with Bootli during tlie whole
time; /or the moment they got into the crowd, she took
the first opportunity of slipping from him. And he, as
the reader niay remember, being seized.by other women,
and concluding his wife to be safe with Mrs. James,
was. very well satisfied, till the colonel set him upon the
search, as we have seen before.

Mrs. Atkinson, the moment she came home, ran up
staij-s to the nursery, where she found Amelia, and told
her in haste that she might very easily carry on the
deceit with her husband; for that she might tell him
what she pleased to invent, as they had not been a
minute together during the whole evening.

Booth was no sooner satisfied that his wife had not been
from home that evening, than he fell into raptures with
her, gave her a thousand tender caresses, blamed his
own judgment, acknowledged the goodness of hers, and
vowed never to oppose her will more in any one instance
during his life.

Mrs. Atkinson, who was still in the nursery with her
masquerade dress, was then summoned down stairs; and
when Booth saw her, and heard her speak in her mimic
tone, he declared he was not surprised at his having
been imposed upon; for that if they were both in the
same disguise, he should scarce be able to discover the
difference between them.

They then sat down to half an hour's cheerful con-
versation : after which they retired all in the most perfect
good-humour.